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CC_LT_1220_025-1 The Lead Agencies have complied with NEPA and CEQA in 
development of the EIS/EIR. The EIS/EIR evaluates effects to 23 
environmental resources; fish is one of the 23 resources. These 
23 resources are described and evaluated in Chapter 3 of the 
Draft EIS/EIR, including a section on the Affected Environment, 
Environmental Consequences (including habitats impacted) of all 
the proposed alternatives, and Mitigation.  Section 3.16, 
Environmental Justice, describes the environmental justice effects 
of the project alternatives. 

No 

As described under NEPA regulations Section 1502.13, the 
Purpose and Need “shall briefly specify the purpose and need to 
which the agency is responding.” CEQA regulations Section 15124 
indicate that “The statement of objectives should include the 
underlying purpose of the project” (CCR Title 14, Chapter 3, 
Article 9 Section 15124). 

The NEPA purpose and need and CEQA project objectives were 
developed to reflect the underlying needs, goals and objectives of 
the federal and state action agencies. 

CC_LT_1220_025-2 The comment states that the six objectives listed in the EIR/EIS 
"have some inconsistencies." The comment author identifies one 

No 

inconsistency, which is that the objectives do not meet the basic 
directive of CEQA, and cites to Section 2100(d). CEQA lists many 
important policies. Section 21001(d) (not Section 2100(d)) states 
that it is the policy of the state to, among other things, "Ensure that 
the long-term protection of the environment, consistent with the 
provision of a decent home and suitable living environment for 
every Californian, shall be the guiding criterion in public 
decisions."  The Lead Agencies interpret the comment author to 
say that the Proposed Action is not consistent with the CEQA 
policy.  However, without further details from the comment author 
on the specific areas of inconsistency, no further response to this 
comment is possible or necessary. 

The policies of CEQA, including the policy stated above, are 
different from the objectives of the project, which are required as 
part of the project description under CEQA (CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15124(b).) 

Vol. III, 11.5-486 - December 2012 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 11 - Comments and Responses 

CC_MC_1026_011 
KLAMATH DAM REMOVAL 
DRAFT EIS/EIR HEARING


OCTOBER 26, 2011

PUBLIC TESTIMONY 

ARCATA, CALIFORNIA 


MR. SEEMAN: Good evening. Hank Seemann, 


S-e-e-m-a-n-n. I'm with the Humboldt County Public Works  


Department. 


Humboldt County participated in the negotiation 


of the Settlement Agreements and were a signatory party 


as a public agency. Humboldt County's primary interests 


have been improving flows in the Klamath River, 


protecting our commercial and recreational fisheries, and 


alleviating the hardships to our fishing and tribal 


Comment 1 - Approves of Dam communities. 

Developing an EIS/EIR for an environmental 
Removal 

restoration project is almost a paradox. The document 

focuses on analyzing potential adverse effects to a 

project whose inherent purpose is to provide 

environmental benefit. And Dennis's presentation, I 

think, did a good job highlighting for Alternatives 2 and 

3 that the proposed project is a massive undertaking that 

will deliver immense benefits to the health of the 

Klamath River, to the fisheries on the North Coast, and 

to the communities who depend on the river. 

The concepts that are embodied in the Agreements 

that led to this EIS/EIR are simple and logical: remove 

the dams, provide -- reestablish the habitat 
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connectivity, deliver immediate improvements to flows and 


water quality, and then set up a framework to tackle the
 

more complex water quality problems, based on priority, 


cost, and feasibility. 


This EIS/EIR document is solid. The technical 


analysis is detailed and robust. I think that the 


collective team has found the best way to manage the 


immense volume of sediment trapped behind the dams. And 


there is just a clear understanding that the hydrologic 


conditions during construction is uncertain, and, 


therefore, there's a need to prepare for multiple 


scenarios. And there's clearly a commitment to 


mitigation measures for potential adverse effects that 


could be significant. 


The technical studies associated with this 


EIS/EIR provide solid evidence of the expected benefits 


to fisheries on the North Coast, and this EIS/EIR helps 


us see that the beneficial effects of the proposed 


project, coming out of the Klamath Settlement Agreements, 


those positive benefits vastly outweigh the potential 


adverse effects. And I think this document is a really 


important milestone to help us achieve those goals. 


Thank you. 
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CC_EM_1121_022 
From: Darren Spellman[SMTP:DSPELLMAN@CO.CALAVERAS.CA.US] 
Sent: Monday, November 21, 2011 10:51:45 AM 
To: BOR-SHA-KFO-Klamathsd 
Subject: Damn Dam busters Comment 1 - Disapproves of Dam Removal 
Auto forwarded by a Rule 

Please use the common sense God has given us and tell these damn dam busters to 
get lost. 

In Washington and Oregon  they have had some success with these plots however any 
person on the street can tell you California has a much different rain total and 
we need every drop of water for Agriculture, clean hydro energy, recreation and 
for human consumption. 

I am a Northern California native, a California State University graduate, a 
former California public school teacher and currently an elected Calaveras County 
Supervisor. 

My county has more than a half dozen dams that are used for all the above 
mentioned purposes and I do not want to see I precedent of any such structures 
taken off line in California. This concept is Utopian, Elitist, Scientifically 
deficient nonsense. 

Sincerely, 

Darren Spellman 
Calaveras County Supervisor D5 

(209) 380-1718 

Supervisor Spellman 
via iPhone 
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