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File Code: 2350 
Date: February 29, 2012 

Mr. Ken Salazar 
Secretary of the Interior 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street 
[ATTN: John Bezdek - MS 3413]  
Washington, DC 20240 
 
Dear Secretary Salazar: 

Enclosed please find the Preliminary Section 7 (a) Wild and Scenic Rivers Act Determinations, 
made under Section 7 (a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, for the California Klamath Wild 
and Scenic River (WSR) and the Oregon Klamath WSR.  I am submitting these determinations 
on behalf of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), USDA Forest Service (USFS) and the 
National Park Service (NPS).  The BLM, USFS and the NPS, as the principal federal agencies 
managing the Oregon Klamath and California Klamath WSRs, are responsible for the 
determinations.  Section 7(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (WSRA) requires that federal 
agencies determine whether certain water resources projects are consistent with its river-resource 
protection requirements.  The Preliminary Determination for the Oregon Klamath WSR was 
made by the BLM Oregon State Director.  The Preliminary Determination for the California 
Klamath WSR was made jointly by the Forest Service Pacific Southwest Regional Forester, the 
National Park Service Pacific West Regional Director and the BLM Oregon State Director. 
 
The determinations are responsive to the proposed action in the Klamath Facilities Removal 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIS/EIR). 
Specifically, the Preliminary Determinations consider whether the effects of the Full Facilities 
Removal of Four Dams Alternative (the proposed action alternative) would invade or 
unreasonably diminish the scenic, recreational, fish, or wildlife values present within the 
California Klamath WSR and the Oregon Klamath WSR based on the date they were designated 
components of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. 
 
In summary, the Preliminary Determinations found that dam removal and associated restoration 
actions would result in long-term benefits to the scenery, recreation, fish and wildlife values as 
compared to conditions present at the date of designation for both of California Klamath WSR 
and the Oregon Klamath WSR. Since there would be no “invasion” of either WSR or 
“unreasonable diminishment” of their values, the finding is that the proposed dam removal and 
associated restoration actions are fully consistent with protections afforded by the WSRA. 
 
The federal agencies responsible for making a WSRA Section 7(a) Determination for this project 
will also review the Secretary’s decision in the final environmental impact statement and 
environmental impact report (Final EIS/EIR) and amend the Preliminary Determination if the 



 

 

effects disclosed in the preferred alternative are different than those analyzed for the proposed 
action alternative in the Draft EIS/EIR. 
 
If you have any questions please contact Christina Boston, USFS, Region 5, Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Program Leader, (707) 562-8837 (cboston@fs.fed.us) or Jerry K. Bird, USFS, Regions 5 
and 6, Klamath Basin Coordinator, (530) 841-4403 (jkbird@fs.fed.us). 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
/s/ William C. Whitson (for) 
RANDY MOORE 
Regional Forester 
 
Enclosure 
 
 
cc:  Ed Shepard 
Chris Lehnertz    
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